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Debra Haaland  

Secretary of the Interior 

United States Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20240 

 

Re: Native Hawaiian rights 

 

March 15, 2021 

 

Aloha Pumehana Secretary Haaland:  

  

We send our deepest aloha and prayers for your success in your newly appointed position. The 

many tasks ahead for you will be challenging, so, we pray the mana (strength and power), hopes, 

and faith of your ancestors, and those of many Indigenous nations in North America and other 

parts of the world, go with you. Congratulations and blessings as you embark on a monumental, 

historic undertaking.   

  

I am Kealoha Pisciotta, Kanaka Maoli (Native Hawaiian) cultural practitioner and spokesperson 

for three Hawaiian groups (Mauna Kea Anaina Hou, the Mauna Kea Hui and the Mauna Kea 

Aelike/Consensus Building Ohana) that stand for the protection of Mauna Kea, the Hawaiian 

people and our culture. Although the work many of us do is regarded primarily as traditional and 

cultural, in Hawaii, protection of sacred sites and practice of traditional ways overlap with our 

struggle to survive. And by necessity, our work is also political, because the matter of Hawaiian 

sovereignty is central to that struggle.  

  

It is in this capacity that I reach out to you. As you see, President Biden and others in his 

administration, the Hawaii congressional delegation, and the United Nations have been copied on 

this communication. I trust that you will receive this letter in the spirit it is intended, as it is in 

advance of you potentially enacting processes in the Department of Interior (DOI) regarding 

policies that impact Native Hawaiians. We believe that to be a precarious venture at best and a 

continuation of the long litany of U.S. violations against Native Hawaiians and our country. 

  

The groups I am speaking on behalf of, and many Hawaiians who are not affiliated directly with 

specific Hawaiian groups or organizations, are aware of Congressmen Ed Case and Kai 

Kahele’s intention to seek reparations for the Hawaiian people. We are also concerned that there 

may be another attempt to create a Native Hawaiian federal entity similar to the Native Hawaiian 

Government Reorganization legislation, known as the Akaka Bill. So, it is incumbent upon us to 

seek intervention in order to protect our rights and offer you at least a modicum of historical and 

cultural knowledge about us and our struggle for sovereignty. We have considered the possibility 

that our actual history, our truth as a people and a nation, has been excluded from what you have 

been told. If that is incorrect, and you are cognizant of all that is contained herein, I apologize for 

the presumption. However, we thought it best to err on the side of caution because of our nearly 

130-year long experience with the United States government. 
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Ua mau ke ea o ka ʻaina i ka pono means the life of the land is perpetuated in righteousness. 

That is the motto our ali‘i (king) uttered as both a divine prayer and a decree, at a time when 

more than 90% of our people were being killed off by Western diseases. Every Hawaiian living 

today is a descendant of the 40,000 who survived the massive changes and varying forms of 

colonial violence during the 19th century, including the U.S. backed overthrow of Queen 

Liliuokalani and the Hawaiian Kingdom’s government, and the U.S. takeover and occupation of 

our country that began in 1898. The theft of our land and sovereignty has been ceaseless since 

1893, and has come to include mass desecrations of our burials and sacred sites.  

 

We write to you, not just because you are the Secretary of the Department of Interior, but 

because you are an Indigenous woman from a community with firsthand knowledge of 

devastating acts perpetrated against Native peoples by the United States.  

 

What follows here is a partial list of acts committed against the Hawaiian people, with the 

intention of either dispossessing us and extinguishing our sovereign rights, or covering up the 

theft of those rights. We offer it here so that you have the Indigenous, cultural Hawaiian and 

national Hawaiian experience of our history and what has brought us to where we are today. 

 

1893 -  U.S. backed overthrow 

1895 -  Hawaiian language banned from schools and government buildings 

1898 -  U.S. annexation  

1959 -  “Statehood” vote and Admissions Act1 

1978 -  Creation of Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) 

1993 -  Apology Resolution 

2000 -  Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization Act (Akaka Bill) 

 

Secretary Haaland, the suffering of Native Hawaiians, which includes shorter lifespans, terrible 

health and education statistics, a 50% diaspora, an outrageously disproportionate number of 

incarcerated and impoverished, all of these have been used against us. Whether by state or 

federally employed Hawaiians or non-Hawaiians, the dire circumstances endured by Hawaiians 

because of the settler-colonial reality we exist in has been promoted as a reason to create a 

formal federal entity. But the harm done to us is because of the theft of our rights, which began 

with the overthrow, a crime the United States admitted to in the 1993 Apology Bill.  

 

We, the Hawaiian people, have never relinquished our claims to our land, our nationhood and 

our right to live, die and be buried in our homeland. We have, in fact, protested against the 

American takeover since before it was formalized; one of the clearest examples of our ongoing 

resistance is the 1897 Ku‘e Petitions signed by more than 90% of our population. Yet, our rights 

are violated daily, our graves and sacred sites are destroyed, our culture and land are exploited 

for profit; every large industry in Hawaii is here at our expense, while we are forced out. 

 
1 Both the Apology Resolution (Public Law 103-150) and the Admissions Act of 1959 (Public Law 86-3) are 

admissions against interest or to put another way these U.S.  documents continue to affirm (1) that Native Hawaiians 

never relinquished our title and claims to our lands as Subjects of the Hawaiian Kingdom and (2) that the 

Admissions Act affirm  that the title to our land is only held in trust by the State of Hawaii for the purposes of the 

BETTERMENT OF THE CONDITIONS OF NATIVE HAWAIIANS and the General Public.  This means Native 

Hawaiians continue to be the right holders of all the lands of Hawaii.  

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2004/bills/HCR67_.htm
https://theumiverse.wordpress.com/2020/10/26/the-hawaiian-language-ban/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/gp/17661.htm
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/An-Act-to-Provide-for-the-Admission-of-the-State-of-Hawai.pdf
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10125/51362
https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/sjres19/BILLS-103sjres19enr.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-111s1011rs/pdf/BILLS-111s1011rs.pdf
https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/hwst115/records/kue
https://kawaiola.news/nuhou/iwi-kpuna-disturbed-by-maui-lani-parkways-project/
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4167/hta-tourism-econ-impact-fact-sheet-december-2019.pdf
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4167/hta-tourism-econ-impact-fact-sheet-december-2019.pdf
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You may recall the mass protests that took place in recent years for the protection of our most 

sacred site, Mauna Kea, from the astronomy industry, specifically the Thirty Meter Telescope 

(TMT). Secretary Haaland, there are hundreds of instances just during the 21st century, wherein 

Hawaiians have had to fight in and out of U.S. courts to protect our culture and our rights.  

 

We urge you to take a much needed and long overdue closer look at the Hawaiian reality. During 

the 2014 DOI hearings in Hawaii, thousands of Hawaiians testified in person and were opposed 

to becoming a tribe, like our kupuna who signed the 1897 petitions were opposed to becoming 

American. Our real history is not what is portrayed by the United States government and media. 

We are a people who have always protested the U.S. occupation of our country. And we have the 

right to self-determination as an Indigenous people and as the heirs to the nation that was 

wrongfully taken over by the United States. 

 

We, the Hawaiian people, have never consented to the U.S. occupation of our beloved country. 

 

Ua mau ke ea o ka ʻaina i ka pono was appropriated by the so-called State of Hawaii, along with 

our land and culture. But that does not change the meaning of it. The ʻaina isn’t just land, it is 

that from which we Hawaiians are born, it is that which feeds us, it is that which we will return 

to when we walk on to the afterlife. The land is our sanctuary, our source of life. We are the land, 

and the land is us.  

 

Secretary Haaland, I thank you very much for your time and attention to this critical issue in this 

most critical time in our history. An electronic copy of this letter has been sent to your office so 

that the hyperlinks are easily accessible; all associated web addresses are listed below. Please do 

not hesitate to reach out to me directly with any questions. I am willing and grateful to be of 

service in helping you understand the plight of Hawaii and her Native people. 

 

In Aloha We Remain, 

Kealoha Pisciotta 
 

On behalf of Mauna Kea Anaina Hou, The Mauna Kea Hui and Mauna Kea Aelike/Consensus 

Building Ohana  
 

keomaivg@gmail.com 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

cc:  

 

President Joseph Biden 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington D.C. 20500  

 

António Guterres 

Secretary General 

United Nations Headquarters 

New York, NY 10017 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/aug/16/hawaii-telescope-protest-mauna-kea
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2019/07/18/hawaii-news/dozens-of-kupuna-arrested-on-third-consecutive-day-of-tmt-protest/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00076-7
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CERD/Shared%20Documents/USA/INT_CERD_ALE_USA_8932_E.pdf
https://www.hpr2.org/post/hawaiian-sovereignty-group-responds-doi-hearings#stream/0
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://hawaiiankingdom.org/blog/testimonies-to-the-u-s-department-of-interior-eerily-similar-to-voices-of-the-past/
mailto:keomaivg@gmail.com
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Ilze Brands Kehris 

Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights 

OHCHR in New York 

UN Headquarters 

New York, NY 10017 
 

Antony Blinken 

Secretary of State 

United States Department of State  

2201 C St., N.W.  

Washington, DC 20520  
 

Merrick Garland 

Attorney General 

United States Department of Justice 

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20530-0001 
 

Senator Brian Schatz 

722 Hart Senate Office Building  

Washington, D.C.  20510 
 

Senator Mazie Hirono 

109 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510  
 

Congressman Ed Case 

2210 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Congressman Kai Kahele 

1205 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20515 
 

Governor David Ige 

Hawaii State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
 

Scott K. Saiki 

Speaker of the House 

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813 
 

Ronald D. Kouchi 

President Hawai’i Senate  

415 South Beretania Street 

Honolulu, Hawai’i 96813 
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Carmen Hulu Lindsey 

Chair, Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

560 N. Nimitz Highway, Suite 200 

Honolulu, Hawai’i  96817  

 

 

Web addresses for hyperlinks referenced above in the letter: 

 

U.S. backed overthrow: 

  

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2004/bills/HCR67_.htm  

 

Hawaiian language banned from schools and government buildings: 

  

https://theumiverse.wordpress.com/2020/10/26/the-hawaiian-language-ban/ 

 

U.S. annexation:   

 

https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/gp/17661.htm 

 

“Statehood” vote and Admissions Act:  

 

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/An-Act-to-Provide-for-the-Admission-of-the-

State-of-Hawai.pdf 

 

Creation of Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA):  

 

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10125/51362 
 

Apology Resolution:  

 

https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/sjres19/BILLS-103sjres19enr.pdf 

 

Native Hawaiian Government Reorganization Act (Akaka Bill):  

 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-111s1011rs/pdf/BILLS-111s1011rs.pdf 

 

1897 Ku‘e Petitions:  

 

https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/hwst115/records/kue 

 

Hawaiian burials:  

 

https://kawaiola.news/nuhou/iwi-kpuna-disturbed-by-maui-lani-parkways-project/ 

 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2004/bills/HCR67_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2004/bills/HCR67_.htm
https://theumiverse.wordpress.com/2020/10/26/the-hawaiian-language-ban/
https://theumiverse.wordpress.com/2020/10/26/the-hawaiian-language-ban/
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/gp/17661.htm
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/gp/17661.htm
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/An-Act-to-Provide-for-the-Admission-of-the-State-of-Hawai.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/An-Act-to-Provide-for-the-Admission-of-the-State-of-Hawai.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/An-Act-to-Provide-for-the-Admission-of-the-State-of-Hawai.pdf
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10125/51362
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10125/51362
https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/sjres19/BILLS-103sjres19enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/103/bills/sjres19/BILLS-103sjres19enr.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-111s1011rs/pdf/BILLS-111s1011rs.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-111s1011rs/pdf/BILLS-111s1011rs.pdf
https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/hwst115/records/kue
https://library.wcc.hawaii.edu/hwst115/records/kue
https://kawaiola.news/nuhou/iwi-kpuna-disturbed-by-maui-lani-parkways-project/
https://kawaiola.news/nuhou/iwi-kpuna-disturbed-by-maui-lani-parkways-project/
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Exploitation of Hawaiian land and culture:  

 

https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4167/hta-tourism-econ-impact-fact-sheet-

december-2019.pdf 

 

Mass protests:  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/aug/16/hawaii-telescope-protest-mauna-kea 

 

Mauna Kea:  

 

https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2019/07/18/hawaii-news/dozens-of-kupuna-arrested-on-

third-consecutive-day-of-tmt-protest/ 

 

Thirty Meter Telescope:  

 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00076-7 

 

Response from United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) 

verifying Hawaiian allegations:  

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-

indigenous-peoples.html 

 

2014 DOI Hearings in Hawaii:  

 

https://www.hpr2.org/post/hawaiian-sovereignty-group-responds-doi-hearings#stream/0 

 

United Nations Declaration on Rights of Indigenous Peoples: 

 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-

indigenous-peoples.html 

 

U.S. occupation of the Hawaiian Kingdom:  

 

https://hawaiiankingdom.org/blog/testimonies-to-the-u-s-department-of-interior-eerily-similar-

to-voices-of-the-past/ 

 

https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4167/hta-tourism-econ-impact-fact-sheet-december-2019.pdf
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4167/hta-tourism-econ-impact-fact-sheet-december-2019.pdf
https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/media/4167/hta-tourism-econ-impact-fact-sheet-december-2019.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/aug/16/hawaii-telescope-protest-mauna-kea
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2019/07/18/hawaii-news/dozens-of-kupuna-arrested-on-third-consecutive-day-of-tmt-protest/
https://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/2019/07/18/hawaii-news/dozens-of-kupuna-arrested-on-third-consecutive-day-of-tmt-protest/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-00076-7
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.hpr2.org/post/hawaiian-sovereignty-group-responds-doi-hearings#stream/0
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html
https://hawaiiankingdom.org/blog/testimonies-to-the-u-s-department-of-interior-eerily-similar-to-voices-of-the-past/
https://hawaiiankingdom.org/blog/testimonies-to-the-u-s-department-of-interior-eerily-similar-to-voices-of-the-past/

